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Synopsis

This title examines an important historic event, terror at the Munich Olympics. Readers will learn the
background of the conflict between Jews and Muslims regarding Israel and Palestine, and its
influence on this terrorist act, as well as the background of the terrorist group Black September. A
detailed summary of how the event unfolded is covered, including key players and police strategies.
Also covered is a critical look at the event’s outcome, as well as its effect on future society and the
continued hope for peace in the Middle East. Color photos and informative sidebars accompany
easy-to-read, compelling text. Features include a timeline, facts, additional resources, Web sites, a
glossary, a bibliography, and an index. Essential Events is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 5A¢a —a ce9A¢a -4 *These books offer vivid detail as well as historical and political context
for these events. Farrell starts with the Munich Olympics but quickly backtracks to offer an
explanation of the conflicts in the Middle East surrounding the creation of the State of Israel, and the
rise of terrorism in response to these conflicts. The kidnapping and murder of the Israeli athletes is
then described, along with the apparent bungling of rescue efforts. The book concludes with
chapters on the response to the killings by Israel, as well as attempts at brokering peace in the

region among the various countries in conflict. Recounting the Hindenberg crash, Sherman captures



readers’ attention with an opening chapter devoted to the actual crash. She then paints a full picture
of the invention of the zeppelin and its uses and development. The author then works her way back
to a full description of the crash and a discussion of the theories around its cause. Both titles have
pertinent sidebars with primary source material. Archival photos add to the dramatic narratives.
Good choices for any collection, both for research needs and as interesting nonfiction
selections.A¢a -4 «Carol Fazioli, Gwynedd-Mercy College, Gwynedd Valley, PA (c) Copyright 2010.

Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Three worthwhile new additions to the Essential Events series offer insights into historical eras and
associated questions. Each book begins with the event itself and then retraces its development and
consequences, with additional background information provided in sidebars and images. The books
in the series all include extensive and informative back matter, such as a comprehensive time line
and endnotes citing the primary-source quotations that appear in the text. In Terror at the Munich
Olympics, Farrell successfully handles the complex subject of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, though a heading entitled A¢a —A“Terrorist Attacks on Both SidesA¢a -A« may raise
eyebrows for some. Overall, the authorA¢a -4,¢s carefully factual approach manages to present
each sideA¢a -4,¢s claims in a balanced way. This series continues to do an excellent job of
putting historical events into a more expansive context. Grades 6-8. --Miriam Aronin
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